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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend Claims I, 7, 8, 15, 43, 57, 59 and 61 through 63 to read as follows; 

1 . (Currently amended) A distance-measuring device for indivi dually 
measuring a plurality of hniwthiahfetanccs dista n ce-values corresp onding to a 
respectiv e plurality of distance-measured regions, the plurality of di stance- measured mp;inng 
constituting all distan ce-measurable reg ions of the distance-measuring device, the 
distance-measuring device comprising: 

a selection circuit for selecting at least one first measured distance- value from the 
pJuraljtY of indi vidually m u mmed distance-values, tcrthc-pltir al ir y of d i s tance-measur ed r egions ; 
wherein the selection is effected , m response l o a di t emim ac i o n t ha t a plurali t y vfsccond 
mca&mtd distan c e- valuer of t he individual l y measured di s tance- 1 values ar e n nt-smaH cr t han a 
predttem li n ed distan ce va l ue, by e xcluding Uw rplttraifry-o f s eco nd iim d * mu l di. Ua n tc - v a lu es 
EMgh that in foe case that more than one of the plurality of distance-values hav e be en determined 
to be greater than or equal to a predetermined distance- value, all of the plurality o\' 
distance-values that have been determined to be greater than or equal to the predet ermined 
distance- value arc excl uded and all other distance- values of the plurality of distance- values are 
not excluded : and 

a computation circuit for computing an auto-focusing data value in accordance 
with the at least one first measured distance-value selected by said selection circuit. 
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2. 



(Previously presented) A distance-measuring device according to Claim 1, 



wherein said computation circuit sets the auto-focusing data value to a value equal to a minimum 
permissible distance value in response lo a determination that the computed auto-focusing data 
value is smaller than the minimum permissible distance value. 

3 . (Previously presented) A distance-measuring device according to Claim 1 , 
wherein said computation circuit computes the auto-focusing data value from a mean value of the 
at least one first measured distance- value selected by said selection circuit, 

4. (Previously presented) A distance-measuring device according to Claim 1 , 
wherein said computation circuit computes the auto- focusing data value from a majority of the at 
least one first measured distance- value selected by said selection circuit. 

5. (Original) A distance-measuring device according to Claim I, wherein the 
predetermined distance value is obtained from a focal distance of a fens used for auto-focusing. 

6. (Original) A distance-measuring device according to Claim I, wherein ihe 
predetermined distance value is obtained from an aperture value of a lens used for auto- focusing. 

7. (Currently Amended) A distance-measuring device according to Claim I , 
wherein a smallest measured distance-value serves as the auto-focusing data value when al]_of 
the plurality of distance-values f hc measur e d d i st ance - values to the plurali t y o f 
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d i a t ancomcasur c d r cg i o m an n o t Amallu than have been detennined to he g reater than nr p^nni 
to the predetermined distance- value and are not selected by the selection circuit, 

8, (Currently Amended) A camera including a distance-measuring device for 
individually measuring a plurality,^' individual d it t ani es distance- values corresponding to a 
I£ SP<H** v e plurality of distance-measured regions, the plurality of distance-measured regions 
constit uting all distance-measurable regions of the distance-measuring device, said camera 
comprising: 

a selection circuit for selecting at least one tirsi measured distance-value 
Jrom the plurality of mttt vidually m e a&uied distance-values* to t he plurality of d istajiccMn c asuK U 
regions; wherein the selection is effected , in res po ns e lira d cte n ninat to n tha t a plu r ality of 

vtdttal ry ■nieasuTed~dis taiice - values * are~no t~s nraHer 
timed-d is t ance value, by ex cl uding the pkuajity o f s eco nd measured di& tartee» 
values such that in the case that more than one of the plurality of distance- values have been 
determined to be grea ter than or equal to a predetermined distance-value, all of the plurality of 
distance- values that have been determined to be greater than or equal to the predet ermined 
distance- value are excl uded and all other distance- values of the plurality of distan c e- values are 
not excluded ; 

a computation circuit for computing an auto-focusing data value in 
accordance with the at least one first measured distance-value selected by said selection circuit; 
and 
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a driving circuit for driving an image- forming lens in accordaace with the 
auto-focusing data value computed by the computation circuit. 



9. (Previously presented) A camera according to Claim 8, wherein said 
compulation circuit sets the auto-focusing data value to a value equal to a minimum permissible 
distance value in response to a determination that the computed auto-focusing data value is 
smaller than the minimum permissible distance value. 

10-14. (Cancelled) 



15, (Currently amended) A method of individually measuring a plurality of 
individual distances distance- values corresp onding to a respective plurality of distance-measured 
regions by a distance-measuring devic e, the plural i ty of distance-measured regions constituting 
all distance-measurable regions o f the distance-measuring device, said method comprising the 
steps of; 

selecting at least one first measured distance- value from the plurality of 
individually measured distance-values A to-t he plurali t y ofMtstance ^n i easuicd icg i un s; wherein the 
selection is effected ; i n r espo n se t o a dc tc uni i ij titm-r ha t a pluia frt y of sec o nd measured 
distance- values u f t he individually jncaaui 'cd- dis t anc e - values aic n o t small er t han <i 
picd^teuinaed distance value, by GAeludiug the-piur ality o f secund m i asm cd di s t anec- values 
s uch that in the caseihat more than one of the plurality of distance- values have been determined 
to be ereat cr than or equal to a predetermined distance- value, ail of the phirKKfy nr 
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distance-values that have been d etermined to he ft r eator t han or equal to the predetermined 
distance-value are excluded and all other distance-valu es of th e plurality of distance- values are 
not excluded : and 

computing an auto-focusing data value in accordance with the selected at 
least one first measured distance-value. 

1 6. (Previously presented) A measuring method according to Claim 1 5, 
wherein said computing step includes setting the auto-focusing data value to a value equal to a 
minimum permissible distance value in response to a determination that the computed 
auto-focusing data value is smaller than the minimum permissible distance value. 

1 7. (Previously presented) A measuring method according to Claim 1 5, 
wherein said computing step includes computing the auto-focusing data value from a mean value 
of the selected at least one first measured distance- value. 

1 8. (Previously presented) A measuring method according to Claim 15, 
wherein said computing step includes computing the auto-focusing data value from a majority of 
the selected at least one first measured distance-value. 

19-42. (Cancelled) 
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43. (Currently Amended) A computer usable medium for use with a 
distance-measuring device for individually measuring a plurality of mdmdual distances distance- 
values corresponding to a respective plurality o.f distance-measured regions, ihs plurality of 
distance-measured regions constituting all distance-measurable regions of the di s tance-measuring 
device, said computer usable medium having computer readable program code units embodied 
therein comprising: 

a first program code unit for selecting at least one first meiisurcd 
distance-value from the plurality of individually m i ^m h i distance-values, tc^i^hffairtyxrf 
distance-measu re d regi o ns, wherein the selection is effected , in i c suumc tu - a de termination tha t 
a plurality-ofsecond measur e d distance^ valuc^of-thc individually mca&urcd distance- v*lu e& " «e 
not aniallu than a prede t ermined di stance-value; b y exeludiug t he plu r ality ofscc ond measur ed 
distances alue* such that in the case th at more than one of the plurality of distance- valuer; have 
been determined to be greater than or eoual t o a predetermined distance-value, all of the plurality 
of distance-values that have been determined to he ffrcatqr t han or equal to the predetermined 
distance-value are excluded and all other distance-values of the plurality of distance- values are 
not excluded : and 

a second program code unit for computing an auto-focusing data value in 
accordance with the selected at least one first measured distance- value. 

44. (Previously presented) A computer usable medium according to Claim 43, 
wherein the second program code unit includes a program code unit for setting the auto-focusing 
data value to a value equal to a minimum permissible distance value in response to a 
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determination that the computed auto-focusing data value is smaller than the minimum 
permissible distance value. 

45-56. (Cancelled) 

57. (Currently Amended) A distance-measuring device for individually 
measuring aj>lurality_of i ndividual distance s distance- values corresp onding to a respective 
plurality of distance-measured regions, the plurality of distance-measured regions constitutin g all 
distance-measurable r eeions of the distance-measurin g device, the distance-measuring device 
comprising: 

a selection circuit for selecting at least one measured distaj ice- value for 
use in focusing, where in the selection is effected by comparing a first measured distance- value of 
a the plurality of in d ividually m eas u re d distance-values to a predetermined distance value, and 
wherein if the first measured distance-value is not smaller t han greater than or equal to the 
predetermined distance value, said selection circuit compares a second measured 
distance-value of the plurality of individually measured distance-values to the predetermined 
distance value and excludes the first measured distance-value from being selected; and 

a computation circuit for computing an auto-focusing data value in 
accordance with the at least one measured distance-value selected hy said selection circuit, 

wherein if the second measured distance- value is not sinaHcr tha n greater 
than or equal to the predetermined distance value, said selection circuit excludes the second 
measured distance-value from being selected, arid 
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wherein said selection circuit excludes all of the plurality o f 
distance-value ^ that have been determined to be greater tha n nr eqtml to thr p^t^rmin^ 
distance-value and does not exc lude any other distance-values of the plural f^oT 

58. (Cancelled) 

59. (Currently Amended) A distance-measuring device according to Claim 57 t 
further comprising an ordering circuit for ordering into a predetermined order the plurality of 
individually measured distance-values before said selection circuit performs the selection. 

60. (Previously presented) A distance-measuring device according to Claim 
57, wherein said computation circuit sets the auto-focusing data value to a value equal to a 
minimum permissible distance value when the computed auto-focusing data value is smaller than 
the minimum permissible distance value. 

6 1 . (Currently Amended) A distance-measuring device according to Claim I , 
further comprising an ordering circuit for ordering into a predetermined order the plurality of 
i ndividua l ly lucasmcd distance- values, 
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wherein said selection circuit performs the selection and exclusion upon 
the ordered plurality of mWh^u ^measured distance-values in accordance with the 
predetermined order, 

62. (Currently Amended) A distance-measuring device for individually 
measuring a plurality of indivi dual dis t an ce distance-values correspondin g to a r espective 
plurality of distance-measured regions, the plurality of distance-measured rep in^ constituting all 
distance-measurable regions of the di stance-measuring device, the distance-measuring device 
comprising: 

a selection circuit which selects, from the plurality of distance-value^ at 
least one measured distance-value, between the shortest distance-value where focusing operation 
is possible and a predetermined distance-value, r egardless of without taking into account the 
position in the image plane of the plurality of distance-measured regions; and 

a computation circuit for computing an aulo-focusing data value in 
accordance with the at least one measured distance- value selected by said selection circuit. 

63. (Currently Amended) A distance-measuring device according to Claim 62, 
wherein when said selection circuit selects a plurality of measured distance-values, and said 
computation circuit performs the computation of the auto-focusing data value as the average of 
the plurality of measured selected distance-values. 
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